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O U R  M I S S I O N

is biblically centered education, scholarship and service — equipping  

men and women in mind and character to impact the world for the Lord 

Jesus Christ.

O U R  V I S I O N

is to be identified among the world’s foremost Christ-centered universities 

— a community abiding in truth, abounding with grace, and compelled by 

Christ’s love to be a relevant and redemptive voice in a changing world.
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Truth · Transformation · Testimony
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M E S S A G E  F R O M  T H E

PRESIDENT

Welcome to Biola University’s Fall Commencement, and 

congratulations to you who are graduating for finishing well. 

Today is a culmination of years of hard work and perseverance, 

which no doubt included valleys and mountaintops. Today is also 

a commencement of something new. The world needs what you 

have to give, equipped in mind and character to make a difference 

for the cause of the Gospel. May the relationships that have been 

formed, the wisdom you have gained and the knowledge that has 

been imparted stand you in good stead in the years ahead. Each 

one of you has been a special gift of God to Biola University and 

our prayers go with you as you take this important step in your 

journey.

Barry H. Corey, Ph.D. 

President

Deborah Taylor, Ph.D. 

Provost and Senior 

Vice President

M E S S A G E  F R O M  T H E 

PROVOST & SENIOR VICE PRESIDENT

It will be my honor to present this graduating class to President 

Corey at commencement and to participate in the awarding of 

degrees. This is an exciting day for you. Commencement marks 

the culmination of decisions, hard work and sacrifice but also 

marks the exciting beginning of applying what you have learned 

academically and spiritually. Your years at Biola are part of the 

grand adventure of God’s unfolding work in our world and of the 

life of Christ within you. We, as faculty, staff, administration and 

friends are proud of you and rejoice with you. May God bless you 

and may you go forth to shine in this world for Jesus Christ.
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Rick Bee, Ph.D. 

Senior Director, Alumni & 

Friend Relations

M E S S A G E  F R O M  T H E 

ALUMNI ASSOCIATION SENIOR DIRECTOR

Welcome to the heritage of unique and extraordinary Biola degree 

holders, influencing and affecting the world for the Lord Jesus 

Christ. A degree from Biola University is an achievement that you 

will cherish for the rest of your life. It is a significant testimony to 

your intelligence, academic skill, and diligence to reach this great 

milestone. Your degree is also a testimony to what you believe, 

affirming your calling to live your life for the Lord.

As Biola graduates, we recognize the benefit of our Biola 

experience, and are thankful to all who helped make it possible. 

Whether through volunteer, prayer, or financial support, every 

year, thousands of alumni express their appreciation and desire to 

give back to enhance the Biola experience. The power of numbers, 

giving even a little, can make a huge difference for future 

graduates.

I encourage you to make Biola part of your future. The 

relationships built with students, faculty and staff, are a powerful 

long-term global resource. On behalf of tens of thousands of Biola 

alumni around the world, welcome to the Alumni Association and 

the heritage that is Biola!
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C O M M E N C E M E N T  S P E A K E R 

NABEEL QURESHI,  M.D.

Dr. Nabeel Qureshi is an itinerant speaker and New York Times 

best-selling author. Since completing his medical degree in 

2009, he has dedicated his life to proclaiming, expounding, and 

defending the Gospel.

Nabeel has lectured to students at over 100 universities, 

including Oxford, Cambridge, Dartmouth, Columbia, Johns 

Hopkins, and the University of Hong Kong. He has participated 

in 18 public debates around North America, Europe, and Asia. 

Following the release of his first book, Seeking Allah, Finding 

Jesus, he received the Christian Book Award for the categories of 

both ‘Best New Author’ and ‘Best Non-Fiction’ of 2015.

Nabeel focuses on the foundations of the Christian faith, ancient 

Judaism, early Islam, and the interface of science and religion. 

He holds an M.D. from Eastern Virginia Medical School, an 

M.A. in Christian apologetics from Biola University, an M.A. in 

religion from Duke University, and an M.Phil. in Judaism and 

Christianity in the Graeco-Roman World from the University of 

Oxford. He is currently pursuing a doctorate in New Testament 

Studies at Oxford and divides his time in Atlanta and Oxford with 

his wife and baby daughter. 
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COMMENCEMENT CEREMONY A

D E C E M B E R  1 6 ,  2 0 1 6  |  2 : 0 0  P . M .

P R E S I D E N T  B A R R Y  H .  C O R E Y ,  P R E S I D I N G

PROCE SSIONAL MARCH  Biola University Symphony Orchestra 

 POMP AND CIRCUMSTANCE, EDWARD ELGAR Marlin Owen, M.A. 

  Associate Professor and Conductor

W ELCOME  Barry H. Corey, Ph.D. 

  President

INVOCATION  Leanne M. Dzubinski, Ph.D. 

  Associate Professor of Intercultural Studies

H Y MN   Shawna Stewart, D.M.A. 

 JOY TO THE WORLD Director of Choral Studies and Associate Professor 

  Conservatory of Music

SCRIP TURE  I. Leon Harris, Ph.D. 

 2 TIMOTHY 4:1-2, 5 Assistant Professor of Theology

COMMENCEMENT ADDRE SS  Nabeel Qureshi, M.D. 

 FULFILL YOUR MINISTRY Author and Christian Apologist

CONFERR AL OF DEGREE S  

Barry H. Corey, Ph.D. 

President  

Wayne B. Lowell, M.B.A. 

Chair, Board of Trustees

Deborah Taylor, Ph.D. 

Provost and Sr. Vice President

Bulus Y. Galadima, Ph.D. 

Dean, Cook School of Intercultural Studies 

Gary D. Lindblad, Ed.D. 

Dean, Crowell School of Business 

Clark D. Campbell, Ph.D. 

Dean, Rosemead School of Psychology 

Clinton E. Arnold, Ph.D. 

Dean, Talbot School of Theology 
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PRE SENTATION OF DIPLOMA S  

COMMISSIONING OF THE GR ADUATE S  Barry H. Corey, Ph.D. 

  President

BENEDIC TION  Jerry Rueb, D.Min. 

  Member, Board of Trustees 

  Lead Pastor, Cornerstone Church, Long Beach

RECE SSIONAL MARCH  Biola University Symphony Orchestra 

 HALLELUJAH CHORUS, FROM MESSIAH, G.F. HANDEL Marlin Owen, M.A. 

  Associate Professor and Conductor

HONOR GUARDS 

Emma Bassett 

Joshua Lim 

(Leading Processional)

SPECIAL MUSIC  The King’s Men 

 SILENT NIGHT  Joshua Alarcon, Neal Hardin, Jeffrey Hubbard 

 (Arr. Walt Harrah 2016)  Chris Hutton, Evan Kilpatrick, and Jonathan Medina
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DEGREE RECIPIENTS BY SCHOOL

C O O K  S C H O O L  O F  I N T E RC U LT U R A L  S T U D I E S

D O C T O R  O F  P H I L O S O P H Y  I N  I N T E R C U L T U R A L  E D U C A T I O N

 † Lora Lynn Thigpen East Tennessee State University B.S. 

   Regent University M.A.    

   Southeastern Baptist Theological Seminary M.A.

   “Connected Learning: A Grounded Theory Study of How  
   Cambodian Adults with Limited Formal Education Learn”

M A S T E R  O F  A R T S  I N  A P P L I E D  L I N G U I S T I C S

 ◊◊◊ Trey Francis The Master’s University B.A.

M A S T E R  O F  A R T S  I N  I N T E R C U L T U R A L  S T U D I E S

  Sungje Jeon Seoul Theological University M.Div. 

     Ezra Bible Institute for Graduate Studies Th.M.

 †◊◊◊ Yong Hwan Kim Yonsei University B.A.

 ◊◊◊ Tamera Lynn Swailes Open Bible College B.S.

 M A S T E R  O F  A R T S  I N  T E A C H I N G  E N G L I S H  T O  S P E A K E R S  O F  O T H E R  L A N G U A G E S

 †◊◊ Rebecca Youngnan Chun University of California, Riverside B.A.

 †◊◊ Eunjin Lee University of Michigan, Ann Arbor B.A.

 ◊◊ Laurie Lois Manville Biola University B.A.

 †◊◊◊ Jonathan Patches Yunnan University B.A.

 †◊◊ Tiffany Sun Biola University B.A.
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B A C H E L O R  O F  A R T S  I N  A N T H R O P O L O G Y

 * Michael Francis Klajbor

B A C H E L O R  O F  A R T S  I N  I N T E R C U L T U R A L  S T U D I E S

 ** Aria Star Arthur

 **§ Christiana Marie Coulapides

  Ashley Nicole Cruz

 ***∆ Margaret K. Dever

 * Marissa Lan Drake

 ** Laura Emily Gurskey

 ** Grace Taylor Harmon

  Sarah  Harmon

 * Abigail Elizabeth Lee

 * Amylia Danae Lewis

 * Jacob Michael Nagy

  Anthony Wayne Oxendine

  Rebecca Jane Purdy

  Youn Kyung  Woo

C ROW E L L  S C H O O L  O F  B U S I N E S S

M A S T E R  O F  B U S I N E S S  A D M I N I S T R A T I O N

 ◊◊◊ Nathaniel Isaac Agung Rahardjo Biola University B.S.

  Iris Yannett Alcantara Biola University B.S.

 ◊◊ Cody Alden Burr Biola University B.S.

 ◊◊◊ Daniel Dae Gun Chang University of California, San Diego B.A.

 ◊◊◊ Tyson Farris Biola University B.A.

 ◊ Henry Gonzalez San Jose State University B.S.

 ◊ Meghan Alexandra Jones Concordia University, Irvine B.A.

 ◊◊ Eric Patrick Kurniawan Biola University B.S.

 ◊◊ Loyda Morales Concordia University, Irvine B.A.

 ◊◊ Edgar Ordonez California State University, Los Angeles B.S.N.

 ◊ Garrett Picha Biola University B.S.
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 ◊◊◊ Jana Elizabeth Rueb University of California, Los Angeles B.A.

 ◊◊◊ Joel David Sigmon Cedarville University B.A.

 ◊◊ Shaunice Sims Indiana University B.S.

 ◊◊ Stephanie Gayle Smith Webster University B.A.

  Tanner Nolan Swire Biola University B.S.

 ◊◊ Jeffrey Lawrence Templeton Biola University B.A.

 ◊◊◊ Lauren Elise Urcuyo Biola University B.S.

M A S T E R  O F  P R O F E S S I O N A L  A C C O U N T A N C Y

 ◊◊ Brock Christian Hansen Biola University B.S.

  Katherine Benito McIntosh Biola University B.S.

  Luis Antonio Valdivia Vanguard University B.A.

B A C H E L O R  O F  B U S I N E S S  A D M I N I S T R A T I O N  I N  A C C O U N T I N G

  Nicole Elizabeth Camareno

  Todd Joseph Cary

 ** Yuching Cheng

 ***§ Katelyn Nicole Leroy

 *** Michelle Catherine Sherrill

B A C H E L O R  O F  S C I E N C E  I N  B U S I N E S S  A D M I N I S T R A T I O N

  Ozioma Perpetua Ajuonu

  Nicole Elisabeth Barnes

 * Jesse Jean Barrett

 *** Daniel Jordan Chang

 * Diana Darmawan

  Marshall Allen Deogracia

  Daniel Joseph Dow

 ** Matthew Douglas Flodin

 *** Ryan Adam Goeglein

 ** Alisa Michelle Gross

  Jheno Jesus Imus-Chien

 *** Sieun Kim

 ** Stephen Youngkwang Lee

  Brian Matthew Lolik

 ** Krisandra Joan Medina

 * Mariah Ann Menard
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RO S E M E A D  S C H O O L  O F  P S YC H O L O GY

B A C H E L O R  O F  A R T S  I N  P S Y C H O L O G Y

 π Baylee Lauren Acosta

 ** Gianna Victoria Araujo

  Victoria Anne Badger

  Monica Frances Butler

  Monique Childs

 * Isaac Chong

 *** Nicole Catherine Comiskey

 *π Lauren Alexis Dacorro

 ***∆§ Megan Lynn DePaso

 π Naomi Ayo DeVine

 ** Gabriela Maria Gadsby

  Michael Nathan Grieb

 π Phoenix Noel Hook

 **π Heather Renee Huber

 **π Madeline Taylor Jessie

  Connie Kim

 ** Jacob McPherson Klever

 *π Stephanie Kneafsey Linnane

  Heather Noel Magnuson

 ** Sabrina Deseree Monzon

  Nina Gabrielle Najera

  Michelle Patino

  Carlos Andre Perez

 ** Alan James Redford

 **π Della Ribka

 * Cassidy Nicole Shelton

 **π Caleb Lok Hun Sin

 * Kathleen Helen Smith

  Caitlyn Marie Sullivant

 * Jamie Kit Ling Sung

 *π Alison Winiarski

  Catherine Yeheun Yoon

B A C H E L O R  O F  S C I E N C E  I N  A P P L I E D  P S Y C H O L O G Y

   Helen Elizabeth Pineda

 * Victoria Joy Morrison

 * Jacob Daniel Reeves

  John Darrin Smith

 ** Jessica Breeanne Tonti

TA L B O T  S C H O O L  O F  T H E O L O GY

D O C T O R  O F  P H I L O S O P H Y  I N  E D U C A T I O N A L  S T U D I E S

  Mariet Mikaelian Islamic Azad University B.A. 

   Near East School of Theology M.Div. 

   “The Transformative Learning Experiences of Southern  
   California Church-Based Small Group Members”
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 D O C T O R  O F  E D U C A T I O N  I N  E D U C A T I O N A L  S T U D I E S

  Irene Oi-Ling Cheung Christian Heritage College B.S. 

   Western Seminary M.A. 

   Western Seminary M.A. 

   “An Exploration of the Stressors and Coping Factors of Parents  
   of Children with Autism Spectrum Disorder, with Focus in the  
   Impact of Christian Faith and Implications for Local Churches”

  Stephen Lotinga Lentoror Scott Christian University B.Th. 

   Africa International University M.A.C.E. 

   “A Study of Servant Leadership and Student Engagement  
   Among Academic Leaders and Faculty: Implications for  
   Christian Higher Education in Kenya”

D O C T O R  O F  M I N I S T R Y

  Kenneth F. Baugh Biola University B.A. 

   Trinity International University M.Div. 

   “Emotionally Healthy Discipleship: A Process for Resolving the  
   Spiritual and Emotional Conflicts that Hinder Sanctification”

  Scott Burns University of Glasgow B.Sc. 

   Multnomah University M.Div. 

   “Redeeming Weakness: The Essential Role of Weakness in  
   Effective Discipleship to Jesus”

  Joseph Choi University of California, Irvine B.A. 

   Talbot School of Theology M.Div. 

   “Pluralism, Relativism, and Post-Modernism in the Healthcare  
   Chaplaincy and the Evangelical Chaplain”

  Karl Dietze California Polytechnic State University, San Luis Obispo B.S. 

   Trinity Episcopal School for Ministry M.Div. 

   “A Discipleship Intervention in the Anglican Tradition Through 
    Liturgical Catechesis”
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  Kenneth Taknin Kwan University of Minnesota B.S. 

   University of Minnesota M.S. 

   Fuller Theological Seminary M.Div. 

   “Building a Two-Generational Chinese Immigrant Church for  
   World Mission”

  Jeremy Hoyt McGarity San Diego Christian College B.A. 

   Azusa Pacific University M.A. 

   Azusa Pacific University M.Div. 

   “Identifying Characteristics of Pastoral Burnout in Local  
   Church Ministry”

  Charles Andrew Salmon Northwest University B.A. 

   Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary M.A. 

   “Understanding Marketing Costs and Effectiveness at Church  
   on the Ridge”

  Joshua Hoibor Siu China Evangelical Seminary M.C.S. 

   China Evangelical Seminary M.Div. 

   “Raising up New Leaders in Chinese Churches in North America”

M A S T E R  O F  T H E O L O G Y

 θ◊◊ Ryan Samuel Landes Biola University B.A. 

     Talbot School of Theology M.A. 

     Talbot School of Theology M.A.

  Matthew David Milton Biola University B.A. 

   Talbot School of Theology M.Div.

M A S T E R  O F  D I V I N I T Y

  Samuel Bay University of California, San Diego B.A.

  Joseph Yin Choi University of Kentucky B.A. 

   University of Kentucky B.S.
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 θ◊◊ John Do Hannam University B.A.

 θ◊◊◊ Joel Stephen Elies University of Hawaii at Manoa B.B.A.

  Brian Hwang University of California, Berkeley B.A.

 θ◊◊ James Jang Queen’s College B.A.

 θ◊◊ Andrew Kang University of California, Irvine B.A.

  Choongman Kim Korea Baptist-Theological University B.A.

  Daniel Young Kim University of California, Riverside B.A.

  David Won Kim University of California, Riverside B.A.

  Davis Jin Kim University of California, Riverside B.A.

  James Song Chun Kim Biola University B.A.

 θ◊ Jiho Kim Yonsei University M.Ed.

  Yonghwan Korea Kim University of Washington B.A.

  Chung Man Lee Presbyterian Theological Seminary in America B.A.

 θ◊◊ Ji Weon Lee University of Technology, Sydney B.Busn.

 θ◊ Shun Han Sabrina Lee Biola University B.A. 

   Talbot School of Theology M.A.C.E.

  Evangeline Heng-Ai Kwan Liu Biola University B.M.

  Eugene Lee Park University of California, Riverside B.A.

  Somyung Park Handong Global University B.A.

  Young Geun Park Pyeongtaek University B.A.

 θ◊◊◊ Nicholas Robert Perkins University of California, Los Angeles B.A. 

    Columbia University School of Law J.D.

 θ◊ Young Kwang  Son Yonsei University B.S.
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 θ◊ Young Suk Song Prairie Bible College B.A.

 θ◊ Nathanael Steven Swodeck Biola University B.A.

  Daniel Jin Tak California State University, Long Beach B.A.

 θ◊ Kenneth E. Wilson Anaheim Christian College B.A.

  So Jung Yoo Biola University B.A.

  Derek Yu University of California, Riverside B.A.

M A S T E R  O F  A R T S

Bible Exposition Concentration

 θ◊ Jacob Walter Wilson Biola University B.A.

Biblical and Theological Studies Diversified Concentration

 θ◊◊◊ Trevor David Behrns Biola University B.A.

  Myungjin Choi Yonsei University B.S.

  Salvador Jesus Pereyra Jr. Biola University B.S.

New Testament Concentration

 θ◊◊ Christian Arteaga Biola University B.A.

  Nathan Anthony Barstad Biola University B.F.

 θ◊ Richard Philip Garza Adams Ouachita Baptist University B.A.

Old Testament Concentration

 θ◊◊≈ Janelle Dianne Henson The Master’s University B.A. 

   Talbot School of Theology M.A.
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Philosophy  Concentration

 θ◊ Bum Sang Kim University of California, Los Angeles B.S.

 †θ◊◊ Kimberley Anne Kroll Queen’s College B.A. 

   Grace College & Seminary M.Div.

 θ◊ Sam Raju Mahatma Gandhi University B.A. 

   Mahatma Gandhi University M.S.

 θ◊◊◊ Hayden Charles Stephan University of California, Davis B.A.

Spiritual Formation Concentration

  Thomas Churchill Smith Biola University B.S.

 θ◊◊ Karene Susanne Wells California State University, Fullerton B.A.

Theology Concentration

 θ◊ Jericho Ramos Almiranez Biola University B.A.

 θ◊◊◊ Michael Eugene Burbidge California State Polytechnic University, Pomona B.A.

 θ◊◊ Philip James Davis United States Air Force Academy B.S. 

   Naval Postgraduate School M.A.

  James Jordan Klein University of California, Irvine B.A.

 θ◊◊ Elius Pribadi Loyola Marymount University B.B.A. 

M A S T E R  O F  A R T S  I N  C H R I S T I A N  E D U C A T I O N

  Amanda Lafaye Mayo California State University, Long Beach B.A. 

   California State University, Long Beach M.A.

 θ◊◊ Jennifer Kay Winberg California State University, Fullerton B.A.
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B A C H E L O R  O F  A R T S  I N  B I B L I C A L  &  T H E O L O G I C A L  S T U D I E S

  Andrew James Aguilar

 *** Ryan Dale Berkman

 ** Yuching Cheng

  Bumjoo Huh

  James June Lee

  Beth Rhea Long

 **§ Carson Jess Long

 ** Ryan Andrew Pierce

  Austin Scott Edward Rurik

  Eric Riley Samarripas

 * Molly Rae Shadden

 *** Brianna Elaine Smith

 

M A S T E R  O F  A R T S  I N  C H R I S T I A N  M I N I S T R Y  &  L E A D E R S H I P

  Robert George California State University, Stanislaus B.S.

 †θ◊ Lora Kim Kwan The Ohio State University B.A.

  Cindy Joo Young Lee Biola University B.A. 

   Biola University B.S.  

     University of Southern California M.A.

  Samuel Sung Jin Lee York University B.A.

  Matthew Luh University of California, Santa Barbara B.A.

  Fernando Gilbert Pacheco Horizon University B.A.

 

M A S T E R  O F  A R T S  I N  S P I R I T U A L  F O R M A T I O N  A N D  S O U L  C A R E

 θ◊◊ Sarah Louise Brown Biola University B.A.

 θ◊ Sheila Mary Heim Biola University B.S.N.

 θ◊◊ Elizabeth Emi Ishihara California State University, Fullerton B.A. 

   Talbot School of Theology M.Div.

 θ◊◊ David Joseph Jauregui Azusa Pacific University B.A.
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M A S T E R  O F  A R T S  I N  C H R I S T I A N  A P O L O G E T I C S

 ◊◊◊ Aaron Bradley Bond Wheaton College  B.A.

 †◊◊◊ Brandon Cleaver Michigan State University B.A.

 †◊◊◊ Cameron Lyndon Combs Southwestern Assemblies of God University B.A.

  Kevin Graham Conover University of California, San Diego B.A. 

   Trinity Biblical University M.Div.

 †◊◊ Jennifer Anne Estanol Gonzaga University B.A.

 †◊◊◊ Gregory Guy Faulkner Excelsior College B.S.

 †◊◊◊ Clifford Raymond Fegert Minnesota State University, Moorhead B.S. 

   North Dakota State University M.S.

 †◊◊◊ William Galkin Northland International University B.A. 

   Bob Jones University M.A.

 ◊◊◊ Karen Leigh Gerharter-Goodman Arlington Baptist College B.S.

 ◊◊◊ Mi Ri Han Kyonggi University B.A. 

   Kyonggi University M.A. 

   Kyonggi University Ph.D.

  Victoria Danielle Harris Valdosta State University B.A.

B A C H E L O R  O F  A R T S  I N  C H R I S T I A N  M I N I S T R I E S

  Caleb Joseph Allen

  Lydia Anne Deaton

  Kaycee M. Dobbins

 ** Ashley Morgan Donahue

 * Eugin Natasha Jung

 * Bryant Kwok

  Megan Elizabeth Okada

 * Justin S. Park

 * Alyssa Ann Powers

 * Angela Joy Voris
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 ◊◊ Derek Kenneth Heath United States Air Force Academy B.S.

 †◊◊◊ Daniel John Huffman DeVry University B.S.

 †◊◊◊ Tyson James University of Central Arkansas B.A. 

   University of Nebraska B.A. 

   American Military University M.A.

 ◊◊◊ Claudia Kalmikov California State University, Fullerton B.A.

 ◊ John Peter Kalmikov California State University, Fullerton B.A.

 † Seung Lim Kang Villanova University B.A.

 ◊◊◊ Adam Maxwell King University of the Pacific B.A.

 † Daniel S. Lee Pomona College B.A.

 ◊◊◊ David B. Macaulay Liberty University B.A.

 †◊◊◊ Brandon William Monahan Northern Arizona University B.A.

 ◊◊◊ Lori Morrow The University of Texas of the Permian Basin B.A. 

   The University of Texas of the Permian Basin M.S.C. 

   The University of Texas of the Permian Basin M.B.A.

  Paul Sung Na University of California, Riverside B.A.

 ◊◊ Prince Chiemela Nwankudu University of Nigeria B.S.

 †◊◊◊ Jeffrey Osburn LeTourneau University B.S.

 †◊◊ Aaron Todd Pontious Welch College  B.S.

 ◊◊◊ Mark David Powell Cardiff University B.S. 

   Carey Baptist College B.A. 

     Cardiff University M.B.A. 

     Cranfield University M.Sc.

 †◊◊◊ Andrew John Rectenwald University of Toledo B.S.

 †◊◊◊ Juan Carlos Reyes Zayas Universidad de Puerto Rico B.S.

 ◊ Dean Laurance Satterlee Geneva College B.A.
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 †◊◊◊ Friedrich Clinton Schlich Auburn University B.A. 

   Auburn University M.B.A.

 ◊◊ William Soo Hoo University of California, San Diego B.A. 

   University of Illinois, Urbana–Champaign Ph.D.

 †◊◊◊ Lewis Edwin Waha University of California, Davis B.A.

 †◊◊◊ James Wolf Wayne State University B.S. 

   University of Detroit D.D.S.

  Jaylenn Jeremy Wong California State Polytechnic University, Pomona B.A.

 †◊◊ Brandon Wade Worthington Biola University B.S.

 †◊◊◊ Arthur Min Hing Young University of California, Los Angeles B.S. 

   University of California, Los Angeles M.S.

M A S T E R  O F  A R T S  I N  S C I E N C E  &  R E L I G I O N

 ◊◊ Donald F. Hood Colorado State University B.S.

 ◊◊◊ Kevin Humphreys United States Merchant Marine Academy B.S.

 ◊ Gary Wayne Jensen Northwest Christian University B.A. 

   Luther Theological Seminary M.Div.

 ◊◊◊ Brent Curtis Lyons Texas Tech University B.A.

 †◊◊ Raymond Timothy Nolin Embry Riddle Aeronautical University B.S.

 ◊ Jeremy Chris Pangan Biola University B.A. 

   West Coast University B.S.N.

 ◊ Kyle Peter Rock University of Nevada, Las Vegas B.A.

 †◊◊◊ George Vicari Clarkson University B.S. 

   Hawaii Pacific University M.S. 

   Air Command State University M.S.
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GRADUATE HONORS AND NOTATIONS

 ◊ Honors 3.50–3.69  GPA 

 ◊◊ High Honors 3.70–3.89  GPA 

 ◊◊◊ Highest Honors 3.90–4.00  GPA

 * Cum Laude 3.50–3.69  GPA 

 ** Magna Cum Laude 3.70–3.89  GPA 

 *** Summa Cum Laude 3.90–4.00  GPA

 † Graduating in Absentia

 θ  Elected to membership in Kappa Tau Epsilon, the Talbot School of  

Theology Scholastic Honor Society

 § Elected to membership in Epsilon Kappa Epsilon,  the Biola University  Scholastic Honor Society 

 ∆ Graduate of Torrey Honors Institute

 δ Elected to membership in Lambda Pi Eta, the National Honor Society in Communication

 ∞ Elected to membership in Sigma Tau Delta, the International Honor Society in English

 ‡ Elected to membership in Phi Alpha Theta, the International Honor Society in History

 λ Elected to membership in Pi Sigma Alpha, the International Honor Society in Political Science 

 π Elected to membership in Psi Chi, the International Honor Society in Psychology

 ~ Double Major

 ≈ Double Degree

U N I V E R S I T Y  P O L I C I E S

Honors are not awarded at the doctoral level, since it is the highest academic degree.

Degrees awarded in the ceremony are conditional upon completion of course 

requirements in accordance with university policies.

Honors recognized in the graduation ceremony may be changed based on the 

processing of final grades.



Biola University is committed to preparing students to be biblically grounded leaders in 

science professions. The $63 million Alton and Lydia Lim Center for Science, Technology 

and Health will greatly expand the educational and research opportunities available to 

these students — tripling the building space available for advanced study in the sciences.

Learn more at giving.biola.edu/science.
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COMMENCEMENT CEREMONY B

D E C E M B E R  1 6 ,  2 0 1 6  |  7 : 0 0  P . M .

P R E S I D E N T  B A R R Y  H .  C O R E Y ,  P R E S I D I N G

PROCE SSIONAL MARCH  Biola University Symphony Orchestra 

 POMP AND CIRCUMSTANCE, EDWARD ELGAR Marlin Owen, M.A. 

  Associate Professor and Conductor

W ELCOME  Barry H. Corey, Ph.D. 

  President

INVOCATION  Janelle Aijian, Ph.D. 

  Assistant Professor of Philosophy, Torrey Honors Institute

H Y MN   Richard Zeller, M.M.      

 JOY TO THE WORLD Associate Professor of Music

SCRIP TURE  Albert Yee, Ph.D. 

 2 TIMOTHY 4:1-2, 5 Associate Professor of Engineering

COMMENCEMENT ADDRE SS  Nabeel Qureshi, M.D. 

 FULFILL YOUR MINISTRY Author and Christian Apologist

CONFERR AL OF DEGREE S  

Barry H. Corey, Ph.D. 

President

Wayne B. Lowell, M.B.A. 

Chair, Board of Trustees

Deborah Taylor, Ph.D. 

Provost and Sr. Vice President

June Hetzel, Ph.D. 

Dean, School of Education 

Jonathan Puls, M.F.A. 

Interim Dean, Fine Arts & Communication

Jamie Y. Whitaker Campbell, J.D. 

Interim Dean, Humanities & Social Sciences

Paul W. Ferguson, Ph.D. 

Dean, School of Science, Technology and Health 
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SPECIAL MUSIC  The King’s Men 

 SILENT NIGHT  Joshua Alarcon, Neal Hardin, Jeffrey Hubbard,  

 (Arr. Walt Harrah 2016) Chris Hutton, Evan Kilpatrick and Jonathan Medina 

PRE SENTATION OF DIPLOMA S  

COMMISSIONING OF THE GR ADUATE S  Barry H. Corey, Ph.D. 

  President

BENEDIC TION  Joy E.A. Qualls, Ph.D. 

  Associate Professor of Communication Studies

RECE SSIONAL MARCH  Biola University Symphony Orchestra 

 HALLELUJAH CHORUS, FROM MESSIAH, G.F. HANDEL Marlin Owen, M.A. 

  Associate Professor and Conductor

HONOR GUARDS 

Sarah Brooks 

Elijah Cohen 

(Leading Processional)
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DEGREE RECIPIENTS BY SCHOOL

S C H O O L  O F  E D U C AT I O N

M A S T E R  O F  A R T S  I N  E D U C A T I O N

 ◊◊◊ Deborah M. Allinson University of California, Los Angeles B.A.

  Alisa Dyonne Daniels University of La Verne B.A.

 ◊◊ Michael Alden Posey Biola University B.A.

 

M A S T E R  O F  A R T S  I N  T E A C H I N G

 ◊◊◊ Jennifer Denise Arias Biola University B.A.

 ◊◊◊ Katherine A. Canet Biola University B.A.

 ◊◊◊ Ramon A. Cardenas Biola University B.M.

 ◊◊◊ Paul J. Ciccoianni California State University, Fullerton B.A.

 ◊◊ Brittny Taylor Irish Biola University B.A.

 ◊◊ Eleanor Kim California State University, Northridge B.A.

 ◊◊ Jean Kim California State University, Fullerton B.A.

 ◊◊ Jasmin Jaehee Lee Biola University B.A.

 ◊◊◊ Aimee McKee University of the Pacific B.S.

 ◊◊◊ Kearci Nicole Moir Biola University B.S.

 ◊◊◊ Shayna Rose Morgan California Baptist University B.A.

 ◊◊◊ Alexandra Joanne Ouderkerken Biola University B.A.

 ◊◊◊ Marcelino Salazar Jr. University of California, Riverside B.S.
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D I V I S I O N  O F  F I N E  A R T S  A N D  C O M M U N I C AT I O N S 

B A C H E L O R  O F  A R T S  I N  C I N E M A  &  M E D I A  A R T S

  Andrew Jack Cobb

 * Jonathan Christian Elmore

  Moses Decarlos Hooper

 *** Benjamin David McCloskey 

  Megan E. Mead

  Joshua Scott Napier

 ** Jose Daniel Ordonez

  Jacob Michael Robertson

  Matthew Alexander Robertson

  Ryan Willis Trautwein

  Daniel Lee Troxell

 *** Trevor Brent Van Winkle

B A C H E L O R  O F  A R T S  I N  L I B E R A L  S T U D I E S  E L E M E N T A R Y  E D U C A T I O N

 ** Cami-Elle Nichelle Akins

  Kimberly Nohemy Alvarez

  Esther M. Barriga

 * Elizabeth Anne Bujuklian

  Ruth Seulghee Choi

  Michelle Lynne Clark

 * Alyssa Marie Dion

 * Jayjeon Ghil

  Hannah Marie Jaramillo

  Cindy Kim

  Ji Yeon Kim

  Marie Jiyoung Kim

 ** Kristin Louise Krech

  Jessica J. Lee

 *** Kalie Nicole Mitchell

 ** Lisa Marie Otazu

  Tea Gil Park    

  Andrea Louise Reader

  Lidia Ester Rivas

B A C H E L O R  O F  A R T S  I N  L I B E R A L  S T U D I E S  M U L T I D I S C I P L I N A R Y

  Ahra Erica Cho

 ◊◊◊ Leah Dawn Sprunger Biola University B.A.

 ◊◊◊ Megan Christine Kaniasty Sugg Biola University B.A.

 ◊◊ Angela Kanani Uyehara Biola University B.S.

 ◊ Kristin Ann Walti Biola University B.A.

 ◊ Nina Yi University of California, Irvine B.A.

 ◊◊◊ Marianne Louise Zalk Biola University B.A.
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B A C H E L O R  O F  A R T S  I N  C O M M U N I C A T I O N  S T U D I E S

  Nicholas A. Antonelli

 ** Bailey A. Borello

  Ashley Marie Callahan

  Jacob H. Climer

  Jordan Michael Coleman

 ***∆ Paige Marie Coleman

  William Chaz Granberry

  Heather L. Jungkeit

  Courtney Nicole Lew

  McKenna L. Marmelstein

 ** Brittney Jordan Matthews

 * Katlin Jane Puchalski

 ** Rebecca Erin Tupaj

  Weston Eric Votaw

B A C H E L O R  O F  A R T S  I N  J O U R N A L I S M  &  I N T E G R A T E D  M E D I A

  Tyler Martin Davis

 ~ Julia Danielle Gaeta

  Candace Lauren Guereque

 ***§ Torie March Hamilton

 *† Jennifer Michie Jensen

  Brieana Jordan

  Hannah Rose McCauley

  Amanda Lee Otto

  Jazmin Nicole Rose

  Joshua Michael Rosen

  John Patrick Uy

B A C H E L O R  O F  A R T S  I N  M U S I C

  Whitney Jordan Klocek

B A C H E L O R  O F  A R T S  I N  P U B L I C  R E L A T I O N S

  Kiara Ray Bernal

 ***§ Morgan Adele Carr

 ** Makailynn Frances Clark

  Abigail Elizabeth Duenas

 ~ Julia Danielle Gaeta

 ** Sarah Ann Koes

  Jayun Lee

 * Andrew George Mattocks

 ***§ Samantha Ruth Miller

  Brittney Victoria Morales

  Melissa A. Nystrom

  Jessica Ogunduyile

  Marissa Kelly Ray

  Jyra Myra Tayer Valenzuela

B A C H E L O R  O F  F I N E  A R T S  I N  S T U D I O  A R T S

  Avery Kristina Anton

 ***§ Devan Michele Carpentier

 **∆§ Adrianna Joy Coe

  Hannah R. Hughes

  Melanie J. Kim

 **§ Savannah Marcilla Morra
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B A C H E L O R  O F  M U S I C  I N  M U S I C  E D U C A T I O N

 ***∆ Emily Sarah Jackson  ** Silvia Denise Martinez 

B A C H E L O R  O F  M U S I C  I N  M U S I C  P E R F O R M A N C E

 *** Leanna Crenshaw

 ** Kaitlyn Renee Krogh

 * Hyunjee Lee

B A C H E L O R  O F  S C I E N C E  I N  M U S I C

  Stephanie Ann Rowan

B A C H E L O R  O F  S C I E N C E  I N  S T U D I O  A R T S

  Jackie Rose Petritz

D I V I S I O N  O F  H U M A N I T I E S  A N D  S O C I A L  S C I E N C E S 

B A C H E L O R  O F  A R T S  I N  E N G L I S H

 ** Megan Nicole Brady

 ** Kaysi Jade Butler

 ** Charity Amber Chezum

  Douglas James Clark Jr.

  Hayley Ashlin Langdon

  Leah Michelle Millar

 * Victoria Andrea Nunez

 **∞ Haley Rose Talbert

B A C H E L O R  O F  A R T S  I N  H I S T O R Y

  Jessica Blaylock 

  Stephen Campos

  Jonathan A. Fernandez

 **§‡ Kalee Grace Grimm

  Peace Pyunghwa Lee

 ‡ Anna Y. Yoo

B A C H E L O R  O F  A R T S  I N  H U M A N I T I E S

  Amanda Lee Lillicrop

B A C H E L O R  O F  A R T S  I N  P H I L O S O P H Y

 ***∆ Ryan Joseph Alexander  

 * Chenfan Feng  

 **§ Ryan Austin James Shields
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S C H O O L  O F  S C I E N C E ,  T E C H N O L O GY  A N D  H E A LT H

B A C H E L O R  O F  S C I E N C E  I N  B I O C H E M I S T R Y

 * Austin Outlaw Bowden-Donisthorpe

B A C H E L O R  O F  S C I E N C E  I N  B I O L O G I C A L  S C I E N C E

  Julia Rose Brown

 * Aaron Kenneth Cho

  Stephanie Michelle Cubillo

  Isaac S. Kim

  Rebecca Olga Kovalchuk

  Beatrice Elizabeth Montenegro

  Jun K. Moon

  Thomas Arthur Myers

 ** Kenneth Van Nguyen

  Dermy Debora Peralta

 ** Katelyn Anna Seward

 ** Timothy S. Weng

B A C H E L O R  O F  S C I E N C E  I N  C O M M U N I C A T I O N  S C I E N C E S  &  D I S O R D E R S

 ** Nina D. Austria

 ** Teresa Jeannette Doherty

 *** Bethany Marie Eckstrom

 ** Kristen Nicole Fejes

 ** Katie Lee Grebbien

  Ariana Marie Gruber

B A C H E L O R  O F  A R T S  I N  P O L I T I C A L  S C I E N C E

  Christopher Thomas Henry  ***λ Jason John Muehlhoff

B A C H E L O R  O F  A R T S  I N  S O C I O L O G Y

 *** Reeta Kumari Barstad

  Kelsey Elizabeth Bleecker

  Kandas Crystal Bonilla

 ** Abigail Kay Brower

  James Piya Bumroongnangam

 *** Claire Dy-Liacco Calica

  Soomin Choi

  Sylvia Elise Clegg

  Melissa Ann Hillman

  Amanda Elaine Johnson

  Soo Shin Ju

  Alysha Taylor Kerr

  Jenny H. Kim

  Luke Michael Klocek

  Aimee Joan Moreno

  John Sung Hyun Nam

  Grenisha Evelyn Parker

 * Olivia Shareen Ramzi

  Adriana Elizabeth Ruiz

 ** Wei En Soh

 * Olivia Kate Sorensen

  Kayla Ciara White
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 * Maria Intrieri

 * Ye Sung Lee

  Melissa Kim Moreno

 * Esther Sujin Shin

 *** Kristen Joy Wong

 * Sanora Rae Yonan

B A C H E L O R  O F  S C I E N C E  I N  C O M P U T E R  S C I E N C E

  Keith Israel Durham

  Miles Phillip Luders

 ** Garrett A. Stevenson

 ** Thomas William Stewart

 ~ Alvin Dong Kook Suh

B A C H E L O R  O F  S C I E N C E  I N  E N V I R O N M E N T A L  S C I E N C E

  Robert Joshua Roach Jr.

B A C H E L O R  O F  S C I E N C E  I N  H U M A N  B I O L O G Y

  Noah Bentley Boyer

 ** Michelle Elaine Griffin

 ***§ Myra Alexis Martinez

  Matthew James Short

 *** Amanda Kathleen Simpson

 *** Megan Elaine Thompson

 ***§ Morgan Danielle Zurborg

 

B A C H E L O R  O F  S C I E N C E  I N  K I N E S I O L O G Y

 **§ Andrea Nicole Devere

  Christina Jo Esbenshade

  Adrian Mikel-Jay Galindo

 ** Emily Lucia Hummer

 * Lauren Elyse Medina

  Natalie Nicole Stevenson

  Michelle Lee Tyndall

  Cristian Renee Veliz

B A C H E L O R  O F  S C I E N C E  I N  M A T H E M A T I C S

  Isaac Delgado

 ** Kathryn Grace Mercado

 * Kaitlin Marie Scott

 ~ Alvin Dong Kook Suh

B A C H E L O R  O F  S C I E N C E  I N  P H Y S I C A L  E D U C A T I O N

 ** Mark Alexander Acosta 



GRADUATE HONORS AND NOTATIONS

 ◊ Honors 3.50–3.69  GPA 

 ◊◊ High Honors 3.70–3.89  GPA 

 ◊◊◊ Highest Honors 3.90–4.00  GPA

 * Cum Laude 3.50–3.69  GPA 

 ** Magna Cum Laude 3.70–3.89  GPA 

 *** Summa Cum Laude 3.90–4.00  GPA

 † Graduating in Absentia

 θ  Elected to membership in Kappa Tau Epsilon, the Talbot School of  

Theology Scholastic Honor Society

 § Elected to membership in Epsilon Kappa Epsilon,  the Biola University  Scholastic Honor Society 

 ∆ Graduate of Torrey Honors Institute

 δ Elected to membership in Lambda Pi Eta, the National Honor Society in Communication

 ∞ Elected to membership in Sigma Tau Delta, the International Honor Society in English

 ‡ Elected to membership in Phi Alpha Theta, the International Honor Society in History

 λ Elected to membership in Pi Sigma Alpha, the International Honor Society in Political Science 

 π Elected to membership in Psi Chi, the International Honor Society in Psychology

 ~ Double Major

 ≈ Double Degree

U N I V E R S I T Y  P O L I C I E S

Honors are not awarded at the doctoral level, since it is the highest academic degree.

Degrees awarded in the ceremony are conditional upon completion of course 

requirements in accordance with university policies.

Honors recognized in the graduation ceremony may be changed based on the 

processing of final grades.
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VISIT EDUCATION.BIOLA.EDU/GRAD
Pictured is the classroom of alumnus Michael Long, 2009 California Teacher of the Year

L E A R N 

T O  T E A C H

C O M P A S S I O N A T E L Y

C R E A T I V E L Y

E F F E C T I V E L Y

L I K E  C H R I S T .
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ACADEMIC DRESS

Contemporary academic dress is clearly 

derived from the robes worn by teachers in 

European medieval universities and is based 

upon clerical garb, since the clergy were the 

first university teachers. Today, academic 

dress does not serve its original functions of 

providing warmth and/or distinguishing one’s 

religious order, but it does serve to identify the 

degree held, field of study and the university 

from which the wearers received their 

advanced degrees.

The American university robe comes in different 

shapes to identify its wearer as holder of the 

Bachelor, Master or Doctor degree (three velvet 

stripes on each sleeve further identify the 

doctoral robe) and is usually a closed gown in 

black. The foreign university robe is often open 

in the front and is frequently found in the Doctor 

version in a color other than black, such as red.

It is possible for the skilled observer to decipher 

the degree held from the robe and also to 

discern the subject area and the university of 

its wearer according to the mix of colors on the 

hood. The velvet band around the neck of the 

hood is frequently colored according to the 

scheme below to indicate academic area, and 

the lining of the hood appears with the official 

colors of the degree-granting institution.

Caps and tassels also vary. Most American 

and many foreign universities employ the 

black mortarboard, while some American and 

foreign universities are further identified with 

unusual shapes and types of caps. The tassels 

are usually black, although some universities 

vary there also, employing silver and gold.
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THE COLORS OF THE FIELDS OF STUDY

Dark Blue . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . History / Philosophy 

Scarlet  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Theology / Divinity 

Gold . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Mathematics 

Gold-Yellow . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Science 

Royal Blue . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Political Science 

Brown . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Fine Arts 

Citron . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Social Science 

Pink . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Music 

Light Blue . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Education 

Copper  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Economics 

Crimson . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Journalism

Lemon . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Library Science 

Peacock Blue . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Public Administration 

Drab . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Business Administration 

Sage Green  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Physical Education 

White . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Sociology 

White . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Arts, Letters, and the Humanities 

White . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Missiology 

White . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Intercultural Studies 

Gold . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Psychology 

Apricot . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Nursing
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CHRONOLOGY

 1908  Founding of the Bible Institute of Los Angeles

 1909  Hunan Bible Institute established as the Bible Institute of China

 1911  First class graduates with six students

 1912  Dr. R.A. Torrey called as first dean

 1913  Cornerstone laid for the Institute building at Sixth and Hope streets in 

downtown Los Angeles 

Lyman Stewart appointed president of the board

 1921  First three-year course offered

 1929  Dr. W.P. White assumes office as first president

 1932  Dr. Louis T. Talbot becomes second president

 1935  Dr. Paul W. Rood becomes third president

 1936  First four-year courses offered

 1938  Dr. Talbot assumes presidency a second time

 1945  Beginning of the School of Missionary Medicine founded by Dr. Leonie Soubirou

 1952  Dr. Samuel H. Sutherland appointed fifth president 

Talbot Theological Seminary inaugurated with Dr. Charles L. Feinberg as first 

dean

 1957  Groundbreaking ceremonies held for new La Mirada campus

 1958  Sutherland Hall completed as the first building on new campus

 1959  Official move to new campus

 1966  Institution renamed Biola Schools and Colleges

 1970  Dr. J. Richard Chase selected as sixth president
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 1972  Institution renamed Biola College

 1977  Programs of Rosemead Graduate School of Professional Psychology acquired

 1981  Biola College becomes Biola University

 1982  Dr. Clyde Cook inaugurated as seventh president

 1983  Addition of the School of Intercultural Studies and World Missions

 1985  New university structure completed with four schools now named: School of 

Arts and Sciences, Talbot School of Theology, Rosemead School of Psychology 

and School of Intercultural Studies

 1987  Carnegie Commission on Higher Education classifies Biola University as a 

Doctorate Granting II Institution (now Research/Intensive)

 1993  Addition of Crowell School of Business

 2001  New library is completed

 2003  Hope Hall is completed

 2006 New five-story Horton Hall replaces original two-story building

 2007 School of Business Building completed and renamed 

   Crowell School of Business

 2007 Addition of the School of Education

 2007 Dr. Barry H. Corey inaugurated as eighth president

 2009 Renaming of the Cook School of Intercultural Studies

 2011 Talbot East building is completed

 2012 Approval of University Plan and $180 million Comprehensive Campaign

 2015 Public launch of A Soul of Conviction, A Voice of Courage:  

   The Campaign for Biola University

 2015 Blackstone Hall is completed

 2016 Addition of the School of Science, Technology and Health
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HISTORICAL SKETCH

Biola University traces its origins to the Bible Institute of Los Angeles established in 1908 by Lyman 

Stewart, founder and president of the Union Oil Company, and the Rev. T.C. Horton, two men of 

extraordinary vision and commitment to Christian higher education.

Dedicated to combating the moral decay and faithless liberalism of their day, Stewart and Horton 

established the Institute to educate and equip men and women with a relevant Christianity that 

would impact society at home and abroad. The Institute’s influence was felt along the entire 

Western Seaboard from Mexico to Canada and across the Pacific to China. By 1909, over 540 

extension courses were sponsored by the Bible Institute.

The following decades produced immense growth, development and outreach. The school moved 

from a two-year to a four-year program offering degrees in theology, Christian education, sacred 

music, and a one-year program in missionary medicine. By 1949, the Bible Institute had become 

a flourishing Bible college and in 1952 launched Talbot Theological Seminary to further serve the 

Christian community. In 1959, Biola received accreditation from the Western Association of Schools 

and Colleges.

In the ensuing years, Biola College broadened its curricula in the arts, sciences, professions and 

seminary offerings while maintaining its strong foundation in biblical studies. Throughout the 

1960s and 1970s the program base further expanded, and in 1977 the Rosemead Graduate School of 

Professional Psychology was acquired.

Biola College became Biola University on July 1, 1981, composed of the School of Arts and Sciences, 

Rosemead School of Psychology, and Talbot School of Theology. The School of Intercultural 

Studies, with its outstanding program in world missions, was established in 1983 and renamed 

the Cook School of Intercultural Studies in 2009. The School of Business was added in 1993 and 

renamed the Crowell School of Business in 2007. The School of Professional Studies was added in 

1994 and a seventh school, the School of Education was added in 2007.

Ranked by the Carnegie Commission on Higher Education as a Doctoral / Research-Intensive 

Institution, Biola University offers four undergraduate degrees in 33 undergraduate majors 

with more than 120 emphases, 17 master’s degrees and eight distinct doctoral degrees. With an 

outstanding faculty, the University has distinguished itself in scholarship and academic excellence.
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Experiential programming is a hallmark of Biola University. National and international 

opportunities are available where students live and learn in diverse cultural settings. Some of the 

programs are University-based, while others are held in conjunction with the Council for Christian 

Colleges & Universities (CCCU). Domestic programs are offered in Washington D.C., Los Angeles, 

Berkeley, New York City, Utah and Colorado Springs. Students also have the opportunity to study 

internationally in Australia, Costa Rica, Egypt, Uganda, Oxford, London, Russia, New Zealand and 

Honduras. Educational programs are offered in Thailand, Lithuania and Ukraine, and exchange 

programs are maintained with schools in Korea and Japan.

Biola continues to affirm its commitment to creating significant academic programs that engage 

our community with some of the most influential thinkers of our time, while ensuring the 

spiritual and moral development of our students. Examples include the Master of Arts degrees in 

philosophy, Christian apologetics and spiritual formation.

As it pursues an ambitious vision for the years ahead, the University continues to be recognized 

as a leader in Christian higher education. In 2014, Biola was ranked 10th on the list of America’s 

“up and coming” national universities by U.S. News and World Report and earned a position in the 

top tier of the prestigious national rankings. Meanwhile, enrollment continues to surpass 6,300 

students, with more students than ever seeking the benefits of a Biola education.

Since 1908, Biola has stood as a beacon of hope for the intellectual, spiritual and moral growth of its 

students. As the only national university to require a Christian commitment of its faculty, students 

and staff, Biola University is building on its legacy of impacting the world for the Lord Jesus Christ.
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BOARD OF TRUSTEES

The role of the Board of Trustees of Biola University is to serve as faithful stewards of the mission 

of the institution, and to serve God and Biola by lending the unique talents and experience of 

each individual as part of a team.

The responsibilities of the Board of Trustees include affirming Biola’s mission, upholding 

the Articles of Faith, overseeing long range strategic planning, and approving major policies 

and programs.  The board is responsible for ensuring that the mission of Biola University is 

accomplished and for exercising all corporate powers of the institution.

Wayne B. Lowell, Chair

Michael Maples, Vice Chair

Rebecca Andrews

William G. Billard*

G. Bradley Cole

Barry H. Corey

Adam Edgerly

David Gyertson

Dwight L. Hanger

Promod Haque

Carol Hawkins

Stanley Jantz

Raymond A. Johnson

David Karnes*

Allan G. Kavalich

David Kinnaman

Kelly Monroe Kullberg

Hannah Lee

Edgar R. Lehman*

Carol Lindskog*

Bryan Loritts

Al Mijares

David J. Mitchell

Philip Paul

Henry Riady

Danny Ro

Jerry Rueb

John Siefker

Kennith O. Thompson

H. Dean VandeKamp

* Emeritus
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EVENT INFORMATION

I N F O R M A T I O N  /  L O S T  &  F O U N D 

Information about Biola University is available 

at the DVD tables in the lobby of Chase 

Gymnasium. Lost and found is also located at 

these tables. After the event, please call (562)-

903-6000. 

S A T E L L I T E  S I T E 

Additional seating is located in Crowell 

Auditorium (16 on map) with a live satellite 

broadcast of the Commencement Exercises.

P H O T O G R A P H Y 

Please take pictures from your seat only. Grad 

Images will take professional photos of your 

graduate and will contact each graduate with 

photos for purchase following the ceremony.

R E F R E S H M E N T S 

Refreshments are available for purchase at the 

Eagle’s Nest (26 on campus map), Common 

Grounds (26 on campus map), Heritage Café 

(37 on campus map), and the Biola Store (28 on 

campus map). 

B I O L A  S T O R E 

Graduation presents, congratulation cards, 

diploma frames and Biola logo items (including 

alumni clothing and license plate frames) are 

available at the Biola store until 7:00 p.m. on 

December 16.

R E S T R O O M S 

Restrooms are located in the following 

buildings:

• The Biola Store Building 

(28 on map)

•  Student Union Building, ground floor (26 

on map)

•  Biola Cafeteria (23 on map)

• Marshburn Hall (34 on map) 

•  Sutherland Hall (39 on map)
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